
from the desk of the 
SUPERINTENDENT

When I first started teaching there 
were absolutely no computers, 
the office would contact you by 

the PA system and phones were just getting 
installed in the classrooms.  I started 
copying papers on a ditto machine and 
there was no such place as Cash Park.  A 
lot has changed since my very first teaching 
assignment at Franklinville in 1990, but the 
fact that Franklinville is the best place to 

teach is still the same.  I am a transplant to 
the area, and the Franklinville community 
welcomed me with open arms way back 
then, and I am forever grateful. During 
my time here, I have been able to teach 
in almost every grade in the elementary 
and I have had the opportunity to work 
with many wonderful teachers both 
retired and present.  My last two years 
in the middle school have given me the 
chance to meet many more teachers and 
create new friendships.   My career has 
been more than I could have asked for. I 
met many spectacular students and have 
had the experiences of a lifetime.  Now as 
I get ready to retire I want to thank this 
wonderful school and community, all the 
teachers I have worked with, the many 
administrators I have had and all the people 
who have proudly served on the Board of 
Education for giving me the opportunity 
to serve you.  My ties, that I have collected 
over the years tell the story of my career.  
112 ties in all.  I have gathered them from 
fellow teachers, family and of course many 
students.  As I leave Franklinville I leave 
my ties in the very capable hands of all 
the students who have watched me so 
proudly wear them over the years.  It is 
said a person who loves his job never has 
to work a day in his life. Thank you to the 
Franklinville Community and especially all 
the students who have made my time here 
at TBA the best that anyone could ask for.  
Have a great summer!  

                                          Thankfully yours,

                                             Mr. Pendl

January/February 2023

D  I  S  T  R  I  C  T   N  E  W  S  L  E  T  T  E  R

Thank you TBAThank you TBA
by: Mr. Pendl No matter how hard the cold winter 

wind blows, you will find warmth 
when you walk through the doors 

of Franklinville. During our monthly 
assemblies in elementary and high school, 
our students are honored for their academic 
excellence and character. An infectious 
atmosphere of camaraderie and support 
our students bring for each other is always 
present. One of our student groups took 
this supportive spirit to the next level. They 
worked enthusiastically to write holiday 

cards for each middle/high 
student to help brighten the 
holidays. This demonstration 
shows that Franklinville Pride 
is alive and growing in our 
buildings. 

Superintendent 
Donald Putnam

See Mrs. Rosetti in the Nurse’ office 
if you are in need of a dress.
We have many colors and 

sizes to choose from.
Alterations will be done free of charge 

thanks you our generous donors!

The Winter Ball
will be here soon!



The 10,000 Book Pyramid!

Did you know that children whose 
parents read to them daily hear more than 
a million words more than kids whose 
parents have never read to them?  We are 
again embarking on a yearlong reading 
challenge to help students and staff 

commit to reading every 
night. 

So far this school year, 
we have read over 4,000 
books with our 10,000 
Book Pyramid.  In 

October, when we 
reached 2,000 books, 
we participated in 
schoolwide scarecrow 

making that were displayed 
at the Halloween Parade.  

After reaching 4,000 books, the students 
were treated to a week of guest readers 
and holiday ornament-making.  I am sure 
students are excited to see what the 6,000 
book goal brings their way!

To keep up our success with the 10,000 
book pyramid, I have some suggestions 
to help keep reading at home. Reading 
together can be a fun and exciting time for 
you and your child.  

1. Schedule time with your child to read 
daily. Maybe it is after dinner or right 
before bed. This will quickly become an 
exciting routine for you and your child.

2. Kids love to have designated spots to 
spend some time reading. Make sure it 
is a comfy and distraction-free zone.  

3. Be their reading partner.  When 
children see us reading, it encourages 
them to do the same.

4. Need more books? Consider visiting 
the local library.  This is a great 
opportunity to spend time together 
and pick out books everyone will 
enjoy.

Remember that reading should be fun 
and a time to create memories with your 
child.  

Written Excuses  
for Absences 

As a quick reminder, all absences 
from school must be accompanied by 
a written note stating the nature of 
the absence.  Even if you call in and 
inform the office, you must follow up 
with a note. This note can be from you, 
the parent or guardian, or a health 
practitioner, like a doctor. Excuses  
can be sent in with your child or  
emailed directly to Mrs. Fox in the office 
at efox@tbafcs.org.

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
By: Thomas Riddoch, Elementary Principal

Happy New Year!  
Welcome to 2023.  My 

wish is a healthy, safe, and happy 2023 
for all.  

We have had a busy and exciting fall 
here at TBA.   We have continued with 
our “Forged By Fire” theme with Mike 
Masters, and we moved from our first 
bonding word “Faith” to “Observant” and 
then “Respect” and now we are exploring 
“Gratitude”.   We have learned a little bit 
about these character words through 
advisement classes, video messaging, and 
character assemblies.  We have some fun 
with costume contests and showcasing 
music department.  We also take the time 
to recognize our students’ and teachers’ 
achievements.   Our students are learning 
the heartfelt meanings behind “Respect” 
and “Gratitude” and they are living up to 
the meanings.  We have amazing students!

We had our first annual Halloween 
costume contest.  Everyone gathered in 
the Auditorium and our contestants were 
center stage.   We had funny, spooky, 
creative and homemade costumes.   It 
was the highlight of the week!    Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment.  
Can’t wait till next year!  

Fall sports have ended and we just had our 
Fall Sports Banquet.   What a season!   We 
had student athletes and teams make it 
to Sectionals, Finals, and States.   We had 
send-offs for the qualifiers and our entire 
staff and student body cheered them on 
their way to their competition.  We took 2 
spectator buses to Highmark Stadium for 
the Football game.   TBA was rockin’ the 
house!   

Our talented music department put on the 
POPS Concert and delighted everyone 
with their talented pieces of musical work.   
Our Junior High and Senior High-All-State 
performed and competed at Hornell and 
Elmira.   Great Work!

We bused a group of students, staff, and 
community members to Shea’s for the 
Broadway production of Aladdin.  It was 
a wonderful show and such an amazing 
opportunity for our students to experience 
a Broadway show for a discounted price.

We had our Parent/Teacher Conferences 
and met with many of our parents.  Thank 
you to the parents that came in or had a 
phone conference for meeting with us and 
being involved in your child’s education.  
Together we can help students learn to the 
best of their ability.       

As I am writing this, Christmas Spirit 
is in full swing and presents are being 
wrapped and delivered.   Nowhere else 
will you find a more generous and tight 
knit community.  Hoping everyone had a 
joyous holiday break with loved ones.     

Our Middle and High School students are 
preparing to compete in the Scholastic 
Challenge.  Winter sports have just begun 
and we hope to see everyone out at the 
events.

By: Robert Hirsch, Middle/High School Principal
foCUs on ten BroeCk ACAdemy

JANUARY EVENTS:
2nd– No School – New Year’s Day
7th – JV Wrestling Tournament 
14th – Varsity Wrestling Tournament 
16th – No School - Observe MLK Day
23rd-27th – Regents Exams
27th – End of 2nd Quarter
27th & 28th – Solofest @ Allegany-Limestone
28th – VEX Competition @ Canaseraga

FEBRUARY EVENTS:
1st – Early Dismissal – 1:30
1st – VEX Competition @ Cuba-Rushford
4th – Winter Ball
12th – VEX Competition @ RIT
20th-24th – No School – Winter Break

2  Franklinville Central School District Newsletter



January/February 2023 3 

The following awards are available 
to graduating seniors.  Please 
carefully read the requirements and 

submit your applications by the due date.  
ALL awards are subject to change and 
dependent upon student participation.

For the following awards, students must 
submit

a. Letter of Intent

b.  Resume (in guidance file)

c. Two letters of recommendation

d.  College acceptance letters   

These scholarships are due by MARCH 
31, 2023

1.  ROBERT KELSEY SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD – Interested students who 
plan to further their education in a 
medical field.  Letter of intent should 
be addressed to the attention of the 
Superintendent’s Office for committee 
selection.  This is a $50 award, which 
is subject to change and is paid at the 
graduation ceremony.  Submit letter 
of Intent to Mrs. Irwin in the Guidance 
Office by March 31, 2023.

2.  GERTRUDE AND LEWIS DILLE 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD - $500 
awarded to a student who will be 
continuing their education in a career 
that will benefit children, such as 
teaching or social sciences.  Student 
must demonstrate financial need.  
Preference will be given to students that 
have participated in the school music 
program.  This award is selected by the 
school committee.  Submit letter of intent 
to Mrs. Irwin in the Guidance Office by 
March 31, 2023.

3. THE HICKER FAMILY SCHOLAR/
ATHLETE AWARD – established in 
2001 by George Hicker, Class of 1964.  
Scholarship amounts will vary.  Letter of 
intent should be addressed to Mr. Hicker.  
Submit your letter of intent to Mrs. Irwin 
in the Guidance Office by March 31, 
2023.

4.  ALANSON CROSBY 214 – WOMEN’S 
RELIEF CORP. AWARD – Interested 
students who plan to further their 
education in a medical field.  Letter 
of intent should be addressed to the 
organization.  They will make the 
selection of the winner.  This is a $100 
award, may be two (2) awards, which 

is subject to change and will be paid 
to you at the graduation ceremony.  
Submit letter of intent to Mrs. Irwin in the 
Guidance Office by March 31, 2023.

5.  FRANKLINVILLE TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION – Amount varies each 
year; selected by Association.  Submit 
letter of intent to Mrs. Irwin in the 
Guidance Office by March 31, 2023.

6. EARL KOTTWITZ SR. /HUEY 
KOTTWITZ MEMORIAL AWARD – 
Letter of intent should be addressed 
to the Kottwitz Family.  They will make 
the selection of the winner. Your letter 
must include information about yourself, 
your hopes and dreams.   Submit letter 
of intent to Mrs. Irwin in the Guidance 
Office by March 31, 2023. 

7. WEIGEL FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD – Letter of intent should be 
addressed to the Weigel Family.  This 
award will be given to a student who 
demonstrates academic achievement, 
extracurricular and sports involvement, 
and has been accepted into a place of 
higher education.  Submit letter of intent 
to Mrs. Irwin in the Guidance Office by 
March 31, 2023. 

Cattaraugus County Regional Foundation 
offers several different scholarship 
opportunities for Franklinville students.  
Please go to the following website to 
review the criteria for these scholarships 
www.cattfoundation.org – the deadline 
for these awards is March 20, 2023.  
A list of scholarships with the criteria is 
also available in the Guidance Office. 
The portal opens February 1st.  Here is 
a sample of some of the scholarships 
offered to Franklinville students only:  
There are plenty more listed on the 
website as well.  

1. WALTER F. AND JULIA A. DZIEKONSKI 
SCHOLARSHIP

2. JOSEPHINE S. PEPPER MEMORIAL 
AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP

3. WILLIAM H. SCHWIER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

4. NANCY ALLEN MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

5. JEN DELONG MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

The following awards must be applied for - 
applications are in the guidance office:

1.  FRANKLINVILLE P.T.O. – The amount 
varies.  Deadline is April 28, 2023

2. FRANKLINVILLE VETERANS’ OF 
FOREIGN WAR – Deadline is April 28, 
2023

3. IOOB SCHOLARSHIP AWARD(S) 
– Amount varies – ($500-$1,200) – 
Deadline is April 28, 2023

4. MAPLE FESTIVAL SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDS – Deadline is May 17, 2023

The following awards are selected by a 
committee – students need not apply for 
them.

1. AMERICAN LEGION ATHLETIC AND 
CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

2. CATTARAUGUS COUNTY BANK

3. GORDON AIMES MEMORIAL AWARD

4. LIPPERT GUARDIAN ANGEL FUND                

5. FRANKLINVILLE VETERANS’ OF 
FOREIGN WARS 

6. AUXILLARY AWARD

7. JACQUELINE TYNDA MEMORIAL 
AWARD

8. T.B.A. SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
AWARD 

9. SHANNON BIELA MEMORIAL AWARD

10. WILLIAM GOSS MEMORIAL AWARD

11. VIRGINIA WATKINS MEMORIAL 
AWARDS  

The above award amounts vary.  
Benefactors adjust the amounts up or 
down, depending on the economy and 
other financial considerations.  Interest 
rates paid by financial institutions may 
also necessitate an adjustment in the 
award amount.

GRADUATION AWARDS 2023
ALL seniors are encouraged to apply!



Happy Winter!  It’s hard to believe we 
are already just about half way through 
the school year. The snow is falling, the 
holidays went by in a blur, and we are 
getting ready for Regents exams and 
second report cards!   

ELEMENTARY NEWS:

We are thrilled to have our Primary 
Project (PP) Program up and running 
with 15 students in the Fall Session.  The 
Cub Cave, Room #118 houses both our 
Primary Project Playroom as well as our 
Sensory Room.   These spaces are great 
new additions to the Elementary building 
to help support the success of our FCS 
students.  

If you haven’t heard about Primary Project 
yet, it’s a school-based intervention 
designed to enhance school related 
competencies and reduce mild to 
moderate social, emotional and/or school 
engagement difficulties in children PreK 
through 3rd grade. Students appropriate 
for the program may demonstrate one or 
more of the following, low engagement in 
the classroom and/or with peers, shyness, 
separation anxiety, disinterest in attending 
school, poor attendance and concerns with 
managing behavior.  

Participants are selected based on several 
methods of information gathering, 
including classroom observation and 
questionnaire done by the teacher, 
attendance records, parent referral, 
input and consent from parents, School 
Counselor observation as well as any 
other data available through our Student 
Support Team.  Selected students are 
scheduled for weekly sessions with our 
PP trained Child Associate for 12-15 
weeks.  They participate in child-led play 
activities geared toward decision making 
and problem solving, as well as building 
confidence and positive associations 
with the school environment/school 
personnel.  After just 6 weeks, we are 
seeing encouraging changes and hearing 
positive feedback from several parents and 
teachers.  

Want to discuss your child’s eligibility for 
the program? Reach out to Mrs. Jennifer 
Layton, Primary Project Supervisor at 
716-676-8023. 

We are so proud of all of our Character 
Trait Award Recipients for demonstrating 

each of the traits we have focused on 
so far this school year: Self-Control, 
Gratitude, Kindness and Respect.  Each 
month, students have the opportunity to 
be selected by showcasing the character 
trait of the month.  Award winners get 
their picture on the wall in the hallway, a 
certificate and a special pancake breakfast 
with the Principal and other special guests. 

The 5th grade Kindness Crew has been 
spreading kindness throughout the 
Elementary School Building. Students 
have made inspiring posters/collages, 
posted inspiring notes on lockers and 
written thank you notes to school staff 
and teachers that have made an impact 
on their lives.  Thank you Kindness 
Crew for helping to create a welcoming 
school environment here at Franklinville 
Elementary. 

Concerns about your child’s social or 
emotional wellbeing?  Please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to our School Counselor, Mrs. 
Jennifer Layton at 716-676-8023 or Social 
Worker, Mrs. Jennifer Kersch at 716-676-
8007. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

The Middle School have finished up 
the “Too Good For Drugs” curriculum 
as part of their SEL requirements, and 
they continue to receive education about 
healthy life styles, character education, and 
so much more in their Advisement classes.

Ms. Rhoades continues to work on the 
importance of attendance and once again 
is offering rewards for perfect attendance 
each quarter! This year we felt that the 
students with perfect attendance are 
giving 110% so instead of one winner 
each quarter, we decided to raffle off 
10% of those eligible. So, for quarter 1 
the Middle School had 33 students with 
perfect attendance so we had 4 winners! 
Congratulations to Alexea Hernandez (6th 
grade), Kaylee Morgan and Faith Peterson 
(7th grade) and James McAuley (8th 
grade). Each of these students were given 
free ice cream and encouraged to keep up 
the great work!  Our attendance program 
sparked the interest of the elementary and 
high school so they were going to start the 
attendance incentive programs there as 
well. 

In December, BOCES came in and did a 
presentation for the 8th graders on all the 

different career opportunities that are out 
there. On January 20th the 8th graders will 
be taking a tour of the Ellicottville BOCES 
Center to do some hands on activities as 
part of their college & career readiness 
education. 

Thanks to the combined efforts of Ms. 
Rhoades, Mrs. Brennan and Mrs. Knuth, 
and of course the students, this year TBA 
submitted 54 entries to the Franklinville 
VFW for the Patriot’s Pen Contest. Student 
participants were: Grace Daigler, Derek 
Ossont, Maverick Jennings, Joanna France, 
Daphne Lambert, Johnson Li, Sarah 
Lewis, Maxx Goss, Sydney Barraclough, 
Skylar Kent, Elizabeth Sikora, Amelia 
Lopez, Carina Frank, Mason Blecha, 
Taylor Chase, Brenden MacWilliams, 
Brady Tatlow, Alayna Spittler, James 
McAuley, Charli Gorecki, Payton 
Callahan, Carlie Aultman, Chloe Gasper, 
Faith Peterson, Anabell Lopez, Quintyn 
Ruibal, Trent Crooks, Emma Wilcox, 
Logan Goss, Trinity Kenyon, Genevieve 
Herman, Emma Allen, Diana Li, Oliver 
Shenk, Caleb Sieracke, Nola Buchanan, 
Arabella Sexton, Kylie MacWilliams, 
Madacyn McClory, Addyson Storts, 
Cole Daigler, Alexea Hernandez, Grace 
Cornell, Grace Chapman, Abria Benjamin, 
Ayce Caswell, Alyssa Jankowiak, Jaxon 
Blendinger, Kellen Hatch, Addison 
Buchanan, Zoe Enderby, Zackaree 
Holmes, & Holly Lovell. In 3rd place was 
Carlie Aultman, and 2nd place was Payton 
Callahan. Tied for 1st place were Taylor 
Chase, Carina Frank and Chloe Gasper, all 
who went on to the County Level and who 
will read their essays at the Memorial Day 
Celebration this spring. Taylor Chase won 
at the County Level and was sent on to the 
District Level. We look forward to seeing 
just how far her essay will go! Good luck 
Taylor!

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 

I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season.  I have enjoyed working with the 
senior class while learning more about 
what everyone is interested in pursuing 
after high school.  Many students have 
been accepted to college, while others 
are preparing to enter the workforce and 
military.  All college-bound students must 
submit the FAFSA application.  Students 
attending a college in NYS should submit 
the NYS TAP application as well.  Please 

From the Guidance Office

4  Franklinville Central School District Newsletter



let me know if you need any help moving 
forward. 

Scholarships are available to all seniors 
and can be found on our website 

(https://www.tbafcs.org/Page/2000) 
as well as in the Counseling Center.  
I will help students apply for the 
Franklinville Graduation Awards and 
the Cattaraugus Region Community 
Foundation Scholarships in class.  Seniors 
need to submit a copy of their resume, 
recommendation letters and records 
release as soon as possible.  Seniors also 
need to complete 12 hours of community 
service.   

On December 2nd, Juniors and Seniors 
took a field trip to Alfred State to tour 
the campus and learn more about the 
programs and opportunities they offer.  We 
will continue to host college visits and will 
be setting up more campus tours.  Juniors 
and Seniors are encouraged to attend.   

I am in the process of meeting with the 
Freshman, Sophomore and Junior classes 
to review their year, work on post-
secondary readiness activities, as well as 
schedule their classes for next year.   

Congratulations to the Voice of Democracy 
winners! 

1st place:  Tyyetta Herman 

2nd place:  Noah Shenk 

3rd place:  Cara Ossont 

Congratulations to the following Juniors 
who took the PSAT in October!  You all 
did a great job!  

Makayla Aultman, Sofia Bentley, Hayden 
Callahan, Gabriela Chesebro, Aubrey 
Ensell, Zachary Fetterman, Olivia Frank, 

Elizabeth Hayden, Tyyetta Herman, 
Ryanna Herrick, Luciana Marchese, 
Catherine McAuley, Alena Murphy, 
Hunter Osgood, Cara Ossont, Olivia 
Pockey and Noah Shenk. 

We will be offering the SAT on March 1st 
to Juniors and Seniors.  Please let me know 
if you are interested.

RACHEL’S CHALLENGE:

A great big THANK YOU to all students, 
parents and community members that 
donated to our annual Hat & Mitten Tree. 
As usual the generosity in our community 
is outstanding.  

This year Rachel’s Challenge got together 
and did a lot of baking for our hard 
working bus staff, janitorial staff and 
kitchen crews. We sure hope everyone 
enjoyed their homemade goodies! They 
also filled out Christmas cards for all the 
residents at the Pines Nursing home and 
some of them stood in the cold ringing the 
salvation army bell and did some other 
community service projects. 

We plan to continue with most of our 
annual events so keep an eye out for our 
annual volleyball game in the spring! We 
are looking for a few community service 
project ideas so let us know if you are 
aware of something the community is 
in need of! For more information about 
Rachel’s Challenge, feel free to call Ms. 
Rhoades at 676-8054 or Miss Russell at 
676-8016.  

DATES TO REMEMBER:

 1/20/23: 8th grade trip to BOCES

 6/22/23: Baccalaureate 

 6/23/23: Graduation

ACT test dates for 2022-23 
(register at www.actstudent.org)

SAT test dates for 2022-23 
(register at www.collegeboard.com)

As always, if you have any comments, 
questions, and/or concerns, please feel free 
to contact our office at 676-8013! This is 
the number for our main Guidance Office. 

Jen Layton,  
School Counselor PreK-5 676-8023

Cindi A. Rhoades,  
School Counselor 6-8 676-8054

Matt Harris,  
School Counselor 9-12 676-8025

Coach’sCoach’s
CornerCorner
Amy Burton 
Elementary 
Instructional Coach 
716-676-8000 ext. 2214

What’s the difference between kids 
who read more than 30 minutes 
per day and those who read less 

than 15 minutes per day? 

12 MILLION!
Between kindergarten and 12th grade, 
students with an average daily reading 
time of 30+ minutes are projected 
to encounter 13.7 million words. At 
graduation, their peers who averaged 
less than 15 minutes of reading per 
day are likely to be exposed to only 1.5 
million words. The difference is more 
than 12 million words.

-Renaissance, The Long Term  
Effects of Reading Practice

Start Young and Stay With It

At just a few months of age, an infant 
can look at pictures, listen to your voice, 
and point to objects on cardboard 
pages. Children learn to love the sound 
of language before they even notice the 
existence of printed words on a page.

Busy? Make it a part of life

Although the life of a parent is often 
hectic, you should try to read with your 
child at least once a day at a regularly 
schedule time. But don’t be discouraged 
if you skip a day or don’t always keep to 
the schedule. Words are everywhere! 
Read road signs as you travel, lists at the 
store, and programs at an event.

Talking about stories

It’s often a good idea to talk about a 
story you are reading, but you need not 
feel compelled to talk about every story. 
Good stories will encourage a love for 
reading, with or without conversation. 
Sometimes children need time to think 
about stories they have read.

Books, not screens

Grabbing a device and a reading app 
doesn’t replace reading with you from a 
book with pages. Reduce screen time by 
putting a bin of books in the backseat of 
the car or in the playroom.

Need Books? Contact me!
We have many great books available for 

you to pick up and take home or we can 
send home with your child!
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FCS Sports Update

Boys & Girls  
Cross Country 2022
Coach Schunke

At the beginning of the season, the team went to Vernon Verona on an overnight stay and 
had a great time. 

They ate at Dinosaur BBQ, had a buffet breakfast in the morning, and ran at the state 
championship course later that day. It was an awesome and fun experience for our varsity 
athletes and a great way to start the season. 

The girls had a season filled with improvement, in terms of team effort and times. We 
were unable to field a full team, but the girls I did have showed up and worked hard at 
practice every day. Sarah Weber, a senior from Ellicottville, improved her time by 5:34 
by the end of the season. A great accomplishment and why Sarah earned the outstanding 
senior award. Luciana Marchese is a junior and was a great addition to the team. Luci 
improved by 4:17 from the start of the season. She ran the fastest times and earned the 
MVP award.  

The boys also had a good season in terms of effort and improved times. Dominic Breton 
is a senior and was new to cross country, at least at the varsity level. He improved by 2:05 
and was another great addition. Jesse Riling is also a senior. Jesse improved his time by 
4:33 and was extremely competitive throughout the season, which is why he earned the 
award for the unsung hero. Aidan Murray is a senior from Ellicottville. Aiden ran 2:45 
faster by the end of the season. Nice job, Aidan. Jackson Hatch is a ninth-grader who 
worked hard and never missed practice. He improved his end of the season time by 3:07. 
Grant Cornell is a ninth-grader who was also part of the varsity team as an eighth-grader. 
Grant qualified to represent Section VI in the Class D State Championship. 

He is also our team MVP. Grant had an incredible season.

The Franklinville/Ellicottville Titans have had back to back representatives at the NYS 
Cross Country Championship. Congratulations on another great season.

Varsity Football
Coach Blecha 

Titans play hard but finish 
as sectional runner up
The 2022 Titans football team wrapped up 
another successful season November 10th 
with a gutsy performance at Highmark 
Stadium.  The Titans took on powerhouse 
Randolph for the sectional title only to 
fall short with a 30-14 loss.  The senior 
laden Cardinals were just too much to 
stop as our young men stood toe to toe 
with them throughout the game.  The 
coaching staff was very proud of the effort 
and fight that our team demonstrated on 
the field.  One example of this fight is that 
we held Randolph out of the endzone the 
whole second quarter as they had a 13 
minute drive to finally score.  Though we 
didn’t come away with the win that we 
had hoped for, there is a lot to be proud of.   
Our final record was 8-3. 

Finishing their football careers are our 
6 seniors, Captains Tyler Gibas and Ben 
Brol, Drew and Isaac Goss, Hayden 
Trietley and Justin Seamon.  Tyler was 
named to the Big 30 All Star picture 
team.  This is a very prestigious award.  
He was also named honorable mention 
in the national Bulworth award and was 
a nominee for the Trench Trophy.  Ben 
and Hayden were starters and played 
extremely well on both sides of the ball as 
offensive linemen and middle linebacker 
and defensive end respectively.   All of 
our seniors will be missed.  We will honor 
them as well as all the modified, JV, and 
varsity players at our football banquet 
on November 30th.  Here, we will find 
out which of our varsity players made 
all-league honors and who won our team 
awards for the year.   

On behalf of the entire coaching staff, I 
would like to thank everyone for their 
support this year and for supporting all of 
our fine young men.   It was a great group 

of not only good athletes, 
but great people.   
That’s what made 
the season so much 
fun.  See you again 
in the fall.   

Indoor Track & Field
Coach Herman

The indoor track and field team is off to 
a full swing of practices and meets. We 
are combined with Allegany-Limestone 
as our host school, along with Portville 
and Olean schools. I have seen the talent 
that our veteran track stars have had last 
year, and I am looking forward to what 
this season will bring. Our indoor track 
and field program compete at Houghton 
College, and Buffalo State College. I 

encourage you to come out and see the 
talent of our Franklinville team. Any 
information on when the meets are, I will 
post on our page. Here are our athletes 
this 2022-2023 season:  Seniors- Anna 
Slavinski, Juniors- Tyyetta Herman, 
Paige Veroba, Isabella Thomson, Gabby 
Chesebro, Lily Folland-Georgia, Nathan 
Nichols. Sophomores- Tyrnan Farrington, 
Chelsey Ramsey, Audrey Green, and 
Norra Ainsworth. 8th grader- Addisyn 
Killingbeck.  Good luck to all of our winter 
sports this season. 
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FCS Sports Update

JV Boys Basketball
Coach Tatlow

The JV Boys Basketball Team is looking 
to build upon the momentum and 
knowledge gained last season. We return 
7 players from last season’s team that 
went undefeated in league play. The team 
has strong leadership from the returners 
and a big addition that returns to the 
court after a couple of years absence. The 
team is led by Sophomore Co-Captains 
Matthew Spittler and Isaac Towne. The 
remaining Sophomores on the team are 
Billy Slavinski, Donte Long, Gannon 
Callahan, Zack Gibas, Blake Green, Calin 
Terwilliger, Ethan Allen, Ari Riling, and 
Kaleb Manzo. Damien Cole (Freshman) 
and Brady Tatlow (8th Grader) complete 
the roster for the 2022-23 JV Boys 
Basketball Team. The team is looking to 
continue to improve their basketball IQ 
and skills. We greatly appreciate your 
support and look forward to you coming 
out and catching a game. We look to 
represent our school and community with 
FRANKLINVILLE PANTHER PRIDE!! 

Girls Modified Basketball
By Coach Marconi

The Girls Modified Basketball season is 
well underway. This year’s team returns 
three players from last year’s team and 
welcomes six new players to the team. 
Much of this year’s team is new to 
basketball and playing for the first time. 
We currently have a record of 0-5 on the 
season, while the record may not be what 
we want it to be the girls and I understand 
the mark of a successful modified season 
is measured in growth from day one to 
the end of the season. The girls work hard 
every day at practice and games and their 
growth on the court is noticed by all. This 
year’s roster is made up of Carli Aultman 
(8th), Zoe Enderby (8th), Taylor Fox (8th), 
Kalina Gonzalez (7th), Baylee Green (8th), 
Alexis Keller (8th), Sarah Lewis (8th), 
Annabelle Owens (7th), Jazlynn Parks 
(8th). I look forward to the rest of the 
season and the progress these student-
athletes make both on the court and in the 
classroom.

JV Girls Basketball
Coach Jennings

The Girl’s JV basketball season is officially 
underway! We are once again a young 
team as some of our girls from last year are 
making their debut on the Varsity team. 
Returners from last year’s team include 
Alayna Spittler and Danica Hopkins, 
both 8th graders. They bring experience 
and encouragement to their teammates. 
Newcomers include Sophomore Gretchen 
Pries; Freshmen Aliah Range and Trinity 
Herman; and 7th graders Mya Sullivan, 
Eva Green, and Addison Chamberlain.

We are hardworking and continue to 
learn. At the time of this article, we have 
yet to play any games. We did participate 
in a scrimmage against Holland, where 
we learned about the game. All the girls 
played very well especially since six of 
them have not yet participated in the high 
speed of a JV Girls game. I am excited to 
continue to work with the girls and watch 
them improve throughout the season. As 
always, we thank you for the support and 
encouragement and would love to see 
more smiling faces in the crowd at our 
games! Find our schedule online at:   
www.arbiterlive.com. Go Lady Panthers!

Varsity Boys Basketball
Coach Shenk

The Varsity Boys Basketball team is 
looking forward to an exciting 2022-23 
season! The boys are involved in two 
tournaments this season, the Pioneer 
Motorsports Tip-Off Tournament held 
at Pioneer Central School on December 
1st and 3rd with Springville, Holland, 
and Pioneer and our own Rick Hughes 
Memorial Christmas Tournament held 
here at TBA on December 16th and 17th 
along with Hinsdale, Brocton, and New 
Life Christian School. We are once again in 
the CCAA East 2 for league games against 
Cattaraugus-Little Valley, Ellicottville, 
Forestville, North Collins, and Pine 
Valley. Our non-league opponents include 
Brocton, Chautauqua Lake, Fillmore, 
and Portville. This years’ team consists 
of Seniors Xevid Butman, Drew Goss, 
Carmen Marchese, and Hayden Trietley, 
Juniors Beau Bielecki, Hayden Callahan, 
and Noah Shenk, Sophomores Bretton 
Blecha, and Collin Mooney, and Freshmen 
Grant Cornell and Eli Shenk. We greatly 
appreciate and thank you for all of your 
support and look forward to having you all 
in the stands at games this season! 

Varsity Girls Basketball
Coach Kuhn 

Franklinville Girls Varsity Basketball has started for the 2022-2023 season and we 
couldn’t be more excited. While we are feeling the loss of our amazing seniors and wish 
them nothing but the best, we have some great talent on the team and we are ready to 
hopefully bring home a league title and fight for that coveted sectional title. Our seniors 
Megan Jackson and Sarah Courtney are ready to compete and to continue our success 
from last year. We are expecting big things from our juniors Sofia Bentley, Olivia Frank, 
and Luciana Marchese. We have added a lot of new and exciting players to our roster 
this year. We have sophomores Nadia Bowers and Abbigale Chase, freshman Mackenzie 
Chase, and their youngest sister, 8th grader Taylor Chase. We would love to see you all 
at our games or watching from home. We absolutely appreciate the support from this 
amazing community. Thank you for all you do for us! Go Lady Panthers. 
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Once again, thanks to the generosity of businesses near and far, community 
members and volunteer committee members, a very happy holiday was 
helped along for many of our local children. Over 150 children in the 

Franklinville community received gifts to brighten their Christmas. 

We also extend our thanks to those who have contributed to the food drives at 
the school and the hat, mitten, and toy drives at our local businesses and library. 
Again, all donations have helped our local families including our own Food 
Pantry in Franklinville. 

The committee is, as always, grateful to the community for their help in making 
sure that those who might have been struggling this Christmas, had something 
under their tree. Even in difficult economic times, Franklinville School District 
residents have demonstrated time and time again, their willingness to help each 
other when the need is there. Great job team! 

If you have been inspired by this article and would like to be a part of Christmas 
Spirit 2023 or to find out more, please contact the Elementary or High School 
office. We accept donations year-round! 

Thank you! 

Christmas Spirit Committee 2022 

 

Franklinville Elementary hosted 
author/illustrator Jeff Mack early in 
November. All students in grades PK-5 
attended presentations during which 
Jeff demonstrated what he does and 
encouraged them to write and illustrate 
their own stories. 100 autographed 
copies of his book Good News, Bad 
News were also given away. A big thank 
you to Jeff Mack for bringing so much 
excitement, enthusiasm, and fun. 
Students were definitely engaged and 
interested in the writing/illustrating 
process. Who knows how many budding 
authors were inspired that day?

AUTHOR 
VISIT

Christmas Spirit 2022Christmas Spirit 2022


