Spelling and Synonyms

Spelling

Always, ALWAYS check your spelling when doing research.  It is very important that you spell things correctly so that you can find the most and best results.  

If you are unsure of the correct spelling, check a dictionary or go to http://www.merriam-webster.com/ the Merriam-Webster dictionary and thesaurus online.  

Example:  If you are searching “marriage” but spell it “marrage,” you will not find the results you want.  

For the correct spellings of some of the most common misspelled words, please visit Oxford Dictionaries at 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/page/spellingcommonmisp/common-misspellings;jsessionid=082070F581446958B284847E7564A28E
Synonyms

What is a synonym?

Synonyms are different words with the same or very similar meanings.   

Why synonyms?

When doing research it is helpful to know other terms for your topic, particularly if the term you are using does not yield many results.  If you are unsure of synonyms, check a thesaurus or go to http://www.merriam-webster.com/ and select the thesaurus section.  
Examples: 

What you are looking up:


Synonyms:

Cat(s)





Feline(s)

Education




Learning, Schooling, Instruction
Exploration




Examination, Inquisition, Investigation
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