
Boolean Searching

In order to describe this we will begin with a simple scenario.  You are looking for information on pets, namely cats and dogs.  

Boolean Operators

There are three Boolean operators, or words, that are used to narrow search results:  AND, OR, NOT.
AND
AND looks at the relationship between things.  If you are looking for how cats and dogs get along while living in the same house, you need to have both cats and dogs in your results.  To do this you use the Boolean operator of AND.  The results that come back are only those that include cats and dogs, not just cats or just dogs.  

Example: You are looking for cats AND dogs
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OR
OR is used for synonyms (car OR automobile) and also when the results can be one, the other, or both.  For example, you are doing research on household pets but you don’t care if you use dogs or cats.  Using the Boolean operator of OR you will find information on dogs, cats, and dogs and cats.  

Example: You are looking for cats OR dogs
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NOT
NOT excludes things from your results that you do not want or need.  In this instance, you want information on cats but not on dogs.  Using the Boolean operator of NOT you will limit your results to only things that are of interest to you.  

Example: You are looking for cats NOT dogs
Both CATS and DOGS
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Combining Boolean operators

AND/OR  This combination of Boolean operators is particularly useful when some information may be under another term/synonym.  
Example:  You are looking for information on dogs AND cats OR felines.
AND/NOT  This combination of Boolean operators is useful when there is something in particular that you do not want information on.
Example:  You are looking for information on dogs AND cats but NOT behavior.
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